Advanced Child Development

Spring Semester 2014

Ms. Bertz
cbertz@rsd13.org


Advanced Child Development is an elective course that is a continuation of the Child Development class. We will continue studying physical, emotional, social and intellectual development in children from 1 year to 6 years of age. Emphasis will be placed on childcare as a profession, play, curriculum planning for preschoolers, reading and literacy.

Units to be covered in this class include:

· Unit 1— The Child Care Profession 

· Unit 2— The Child Care Center/Observation

· Unit 3— Ages and Stages

· Unit 4 – Teaching Skills/Roles

· Unit 5— Guidance Skills

· Unit 6— Learning Centers

· Unit 7— Curriculum Planning for Preschoolers

· Unit 8—Lesson Planning

· Unit 9—Portfolio/Teacher File

There are two nursery school classes that the Advanced Child Development and the Child Development classes will be organizing and running; a MWF group and a T TH group.  You will have a chance to plan and present activities for the children in each group.  You will also develop and refine your techniques for observing children.

Your grade will be based on the following:

Homework and Classroom Projects—You will be given regular assignments related to the materials that we are studying in class.  I expect that the assignments will be complete and passed in on the due date.  I will not give full credit to assignments passed in late.  

Test and Quizzes—You can expect quizzes on homework and/or reading that is assigned. 

Notebook—Your notebook is a very important part of your grade. I will complete a notebook check at least twice during each marking period.  You may keep your notebook in the classroom.  I would like you to have a loose-leaf notebook with separate sections for:  

Section 1:

· Chapter Review Sheet and Class notes

· Articles

Section 2:

· Observations, developmental checklists, work samples

Child Care Research Assignment and In-depth study of nursery school child—You will be given two major assignments (one per marking period).  During the third marking period you will research a child care facility in our area and submit a written report about your findings.  The final assignment will be an in-depth study of one of the nursery school children.  The completed report will be presented to the class on the last day of the Advanced Child Development class.

Good luck this semester!  I look forward to having you as a student.

Ms. Bertz
