Child Development-- 
Fall 2014
Ms. Bertz

Child Development is an elective course designed to help you learn more about caring for children.  The topics include: the importance of studying children, parenting, guiding children’s behavior, conception, prenatal development, labor and childbirth, parenting, the physical, emotional, social and intellectual development on the child from the first year through age 3.  The class will run a nursery school for preschool children and each student will have a chance work directly with the nursery school children.

Text:  The Developing Child, Bristane, Holly E., Glencoe McGraw-Hall

How Will I be Graded???

You will be graded on a point scale.  Each assignment will have a point value and at the end of the quarter your grade will be determined by how many points you earned out of the total possible points.

Your grade is based on the following:

1. Class Participation and Nursery School Participation—Class participation is an essential part of this class.  I expect you to come to class with your notebook, textbook and pen or pencil and be ready to start class when the bell rings.  The Nursery School will be held every class during the second marking period. You will be given an assignment or responsibility for each class and will receive a grade for each nursery school session.  It is very important that you keep current with your assignments and that you know what your responsibility is before coming to class. The success of the nursery school is dependent on you! 

Class Participation and Nursery School Participation will be graded on a scale of 0-5.

A daily grade of 5 indicates that you are:
On time







Prepared for class/nursery school







Participating in class/nursery school







Following class rules







Assisting with room clean-up

2. Homework/Classwork—Study Guides are given for each assignment in the textbook.  You are to read the material in the text and complete the study guide.  Please use your own words when completing the study guides.  Do not just copy information from the textbook onto the study guides.  All work is due on the date assigned.  You will not receive full credit on any assignment that is handed in late.  I will not accept any assignment that is over 1 week past the due date. 

3. Tests and Quizzes—You will have at least 1 major test and frequent quizzes during each marking period.  

4. Notebook—you are required to keep a notebook for this class. You will have a place to store your book and notebook in the classroom so; I would suggest a separate loose-leaf notebook.  The notebook should be divided into two sections: 

Section 1:

· Scrapbooking, photos, drawings, journaling, observations, reflections;

· Lesson planning/teacher file

Section 2:

· Notes, Study Guides, handouts, and Child Development articles.

5. Baby-Think-It-Over—You will be bringing home a computerized baby for approximately 3 nights and 2 full days.  This should help you realize the responsibility of caring for a real baby.  You will be graded on how well you care for the baby and the completion of the worksheet that go with this simulation.  There will be an alternative research assignment for those students whose parents will not allow them to complete the simulation. 

Make up work:  This is the students’ responsibility!

Tests, quizzes and homework assignments must be made up within a week of your return to school or the grade will become a zero.
Writing Assignments and Graduation Competencies.  You will be given two formal writing assignments per marking period that will be kept in your writing folder located in the classroom. You will be assessed at least twice during the semester on Cooperation and Collaboration, Quality Work, and Accessing information using standard CRHS rubrics.  Students will be able to use these assessments towards completing graduation competencies.  It is your responsibility to ask me for verification forms if you wish to submit a competency.

You can usually find me when I am not teaching in the office area of Room 108 before and after school.  Periods I am available to meet with students are:  Day A period 3 and 4, Day B period 4.  I can be reached at  cbertz@rsd13.org.  I check my email regularly.  If you send me an email please make sure to include your name.  Have a good semester.  I hope you enjoy this class as much as I enjoy teaching it. 

cbertz.weebly.com
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Units you will be studying:

· The value of studying children

· Responsibilities relating to the child

· Nurturing and bonding/self concept

· Child Development Theorists

· Child observation

· Conception, pregnancy, prenatal development, labor and delivery

· Growth and development of the infant, toddler, preschooler

· Positive guidance

· Play

· The child care center

· Lesson planning
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